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about the work 
 
FIRST delves into the intricate journey of a first-generation person, expressing the essence of their 
experience through an exploration of trials, errors, and the often-misunderstood opportunities that shape 
their path. The work delves into the challenges posed by an unfamiliar landscape, where the goal posts seem 
to shift continually under the influence of those possessing more institutional knowledge and clout. The 
composition's five movements are points of reflection on the persistent feeling of failure to coalesce in often 
dynamic and demanding environments. FIRST serves to examine the complexities of existing in an unknown 
space, inviting listeners to contemplate the many facets of the collective cultural perspective that defines the 
first-generation experience. 
 
This work was commissioned by a consortium of ten musicians led by Dr. Robert Benton. 
 
 
 

about the composer 
 
The music of composer MATTHEW KENNEDY (b. 1987) contains disarming simplicity, often seeking out dark 
places with an uninhibited wonder and spirit of exploration. His work has been performed on five continents 
and sixteen countries, receiving critical acclaim including honors and commissions from ASCAP, BMI, Opera 
on Tap, Boston Musica Viva, Atlantic Center for the Arts, Hartford Opera Theater, bassist Robert Black, 
Dynamic Music Festival at NYU, and Crosshatch Center for Art and Ecology. His works have recently been 
performed at Bowling Green New Music Festival, New Music on the Bayou, Indiana State University 
Contemporary Music Festival, New Music Gathering at Boston Conservatory, Northwestern University New 
Music Conference, College Music Society National Conference, and the North American Saxophone Alliance 
International Conference. Matthew is currently the Assistant Professor of Composition and Theory at 
Heidelberg University, having previously taught composition and theory at University of South Florida and 
The Hartt School. He currently resides in Tiffin, Ohio with his wife, studio artist Erin Kennedy, and four children. 
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" You	don' t	know	what	you	don' t	know	until	it	smacks	you	in	the	face."

∑ ∑

Commissioned	by	a	consortium	including	Robert	Benton,	Kyohei	Ando,	Amy	Schumaker	Bliss,	Mark	Carlson,	
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Maּמhew	Kennedy
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