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NOTES!ON!THE!WORK!!

The$Last$Place$on$Earth!takes!its’!title!from!the!book!of!same!name!chronicling!the!expeditions!of!Roald!Amundsen!(Norway)!and!Robert!Scott!(England)!in!their!
quest!to!be!the!firstFknown!humans!to!explore!and!chart!Antarctica,!specifically!the!South!Pole!from!1910F1912.!These!two!explorers,!certainly!some!of!the!last!
of!their!kind,!could!not!have!known!how!quickly!their!world!would!become!interconnected!over!the!century!following!their!expedition.!Globalization!through!
ease!of!travel!and!communication!(with!the!invention!of!the!airplane!and!radio)!would!bring!such!disparate!worlds!as!the!one!they!so!relentlessly!pursued!in!
the!name!of!whatever!they!may!have!desired!(vanity,!nationalism,!adventurism,!or!an!infinite!number!of!other!reasons).!Now!all!is!claustrophobically!close!in!
sight.!One!can!reach!out!to!an!ancient!world!and!be!transported!in!a!moment!less!than!a!century!later.!This!piece!explores!the!notion!of!such!a!far!journey!than!
can!move!both!at!a!glacial!pace!and!a!blink!of!an!eye;!a!miniature!concerto!being!the!medium!to!explore!such!a!journey.! 

! I.!!!SCHERZO!ON!A!TWICEFBORROWED!BALLADE!                                                                                                                             
 This!movement!features!two!competing!voices!vying!for!attention!amidst!a!still,!nearly!! inert,!stream!of!strings.!This!work!is!based!on!a!Norwegian!folk!
! tune,!notably!used!in!a!theme!and!variations!by!Edvard!Grieg!(Ballade!in!the!form!of!variations!on!a!Norwegian!melody,!!op.! 24).! The! ballade! is! initial!
! heard!in!an!augmented!rhythmic!state,!eight!times!its!original!length,!slowing!becoming!less!and!less!augmented;!eight!times,!four!times,!three!times,!and!
! finally!two.!This!interplay!further!conveys!the!close!proximity!of!the!rest!of!the!world!as!time!moves!forward.! 

! II.!!!SEA!CONVERSATIONS!                                                         
 This! brief!movement! is! a! fantasia! based! on! two!melodic! fragments! first! presented! in! the! vibraphone.!As! the! title! eludes,! conversations! amongst! each!
! individual!musician!brings!great!contrast!to!the!two!solo!voices!of!the!opening!movement.! 

! III.!!!LAND!FRACTURES/BEGINNINGS!                                                  
 The!finale!takes!a!tongueFinFcheek!approach!to!the!adventuresome!spirit,!seeking!to!produce!a!sardonic!look!at!the!original!“Scherzo.”!
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New!EnglandFbased!Matthew!Kennedy!is!a!rising!composer!of!engaging!solo,!chamber,!and!orchestral!music!that!has!been!performed!across!North!America.!
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L.D.
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Alto Sax.

L.D.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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Alto Sax.

L.D.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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Alto Sax.

L.D.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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Andante espressivo (h = 40)
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L.D.
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Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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Vc.
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Alto Sax.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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13

13

sub. p molto legato - dreamy f

sub. pp as a passing cloud

Subito più mosso (q = ca. 72)
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Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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A tempo
poco rall. 
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Alto Sax.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

mp pp
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ppp barely audible - a blur
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pp mf pp

&

-

∑ ∑

G.P.

∑

&
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punta d'arco

nodal gliss., sul G

∑

G.P.

∑

B ∑

senza sord.
sul pont., punta d'arco
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Alto Sax.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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dim. (?) and rit. al fine
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&

∑ ∑

G.P.

∑ ∑

Repeat [To be performed at least 5 times]

∑

√

subito attacca
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∑
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Repeat [To be performed at least 5 times]

° al fine
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Alto Sax.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

pp f mp mf

molto

ff

Allegro leggierissimo (q = ca. 128)

p mp

mf

mf ff

pp mp

sfp mf

molto

ff

Allegro leggierissimo (q = ca. 128)

p mp mf
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4
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Alto Sax.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

sub.p poss. mf p

5

mp f pp

sub. p mf

mp

sub. p mf mp

sub. p mf mp

sub. p in a hushed tone mf mp fp p

sub. mp leggiero mf dolce p
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.

3 3
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Alto Sax.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

mp f pp fading away even more (poco a poco)
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f mf pp
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Alto Sax.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

p sub. f mf  molto espress. - romantic
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Alto Sax.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.
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Alto Sax.

Perc.

Vib.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

ff  with great fury and anger

Subito Meno Mosso 

24

mf mp
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