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NOTES ON THE WORK

The Last Place on Earth takes its’ title from the book of same name chronicling the expeditions of Roald Amundsen (Norway) and Robert Scott (England) in their
quest to be the first-known humans to explore and chart Antarctica, specifically the South Pole from 1910-1912. These two explorers, certainly some of the last
of their kind, could not have known how quickly their world would become interconnected over the century following their expedition. Globalization through
ease of travel and communication (with the invention of the airplane and radio) would bring such disparate worlds as the one they so relentlessly pursued in
the name of whatever they may have desired (vanity, nationalism, adventurism, or an infinite number of other reasons). Now all is claustrophobically close in
sight. One can reach out to an ancient world and be transported in a moment less than a century later. This piece explores the notion of such a far journey than
can move both at a glacial pace and a blink of an eye; a miniature concerto being the medium to explore such a journey.

I. SCHERZO ON A TWICE-BORROWED BALLADE

This movement features two competing voices vying for attention amidst a still, nearly inert, stream of strings. This work is based on a Norwegian folk
tune, notably used in a theme and variations by Edvard Grieg (Ballade in the form of variations on a Norwegian melody, op. 24). The ballade is initial
heard in an augmented rhythmic state, eight times its original length, slowing becoming less and less augmented; eight times, four times, three times, and
finally two. This interplay further conveys the close proximity of the rest of the world as time moves forward.

II. SEA CONVERSATIONS

This brief movement is a fantasia based on two melodic fragments first presented in the vibraphone. As the title eludes, conversations amongst each
individual musician brings great contrast to the two solo voices of the opening movement.

III. LAND FRACTURES/BEGINNINGS

The finale takes a tongue-in-cheek approach to the adventuresome spirit, seeking to produce a sardonic look at the original “Scherzo.”

NOTES ON THE COMPOSER

New England-based Matthew Kennedy is a rising composer of engaging solo, chamber, and orchestral music that has been performed across North America.
His music has received numerous awards including honors from ASCAP, BMI, SCI, Hartford Opera Theater, Dynamic Music Festival at NYU, and the Greater
Hartford Arts Council. Recent endeavors include residencies at the Institute for Sustainable Living, Art, and Natural Design’s Hill House Residency, Horned
Dorset Artist Colony, Mayapple Center for the Arts and Humanities, and commissions from the Hartford New Music Festival, Foot-in-the-Door Ensemble,
saxophonist Alyssa Hoffert, and bassist Robert Black. Matthew holds a doctoral degree in Composition from The Hartt School where he currently teaches
Composition and Theory as an Adjunct Faculty member of the Creative Studies Department. He and his wife, studio artist Erin Kennedy, currently reside in
Newington, CT with their daughter two daughters, Ivy Pearl and Amelia Harper and cats: Butters and Coopurr.
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THE LAST PLACE ON EARTH

double concerto for alto saxophone, percussion Matthew Kennedy (ASCAP)
and string quartet
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II. Sea Conversations
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Repeat [To be performed at least 5 times)

subito attacca
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