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instrumentation

duration: ca. 4'30” Piccolo
Flute

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb

2 Bassoons

3 Hornsin F

2 Trumpets in C
2 Trombones
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1
snare drum, bass drum?, large suspended cymbal*, tam-tam®,
small and medium triangles, mark tree

Percussion 2
crotales, glockenspiel, bass drum*, large suspended cymbal®, tam-tam*, spring coil.

Strings

* denotes potentially shared equipment by percussionists

about the work

Run Like Hell was written while in residence with a cohort of interdisciplinary artists at the idyllic Atlantic
Center for Arts outside of New Smyrna Beach, FL near the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic in the US in
late February and early March 2020. A looming, unseen cloud gathered as we began discussing and
considering the quickly changing world in which we would be returning following our three weeks of
voluntary isolation. The weight of the escalating situation effected our daily conversations and
subconsciously found its way into our respective artistic outputs. The work and its title — an homage to
both chase scenes in horror movies and the eponymous Pink Floyd tune - is an all-out sprint away from
this shadowy unknown.

about the composer

American composer Matthew Kennedy’s music contains disarming clarity and simplicity, often seeking
out dark places with an uninhibited wonder and spirit of exploration. His work has received critical
acclaim including honors and commissions from ASCAP, BMI, Opera on Tap, Boston Musica Viva,
Hartford Opera Theater, bassist Robert Black, Dynamic Music Festival at NYU, as well as residencies at
Marble House Project (VT), Crosshatch Center for Ecology and Art (MI) and the Finger Lakes Chamber
Music Festival (NY). Recent activities include performances and lecture presentations at New Music
Gathering, Northwestern University New Music Conference, Fresh Inc. Festival, and the North American
Saxophone Alliance International Conference. His recordings have been published by Parma Recordings,
Soundset Recordings, and his scores published through Just a Theory Press, NewMusicShelf, and in
Ink&Coda Journal. Matthew has recently served as composition and theory faculty at University of South
Florida and The Hartt School. He and his wife reside in Tampa, FL with their three children.

You can find out more about the music of Matthew Kennedy at www.kennedycomposer.com
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